
 
 

1 
 

 

 

November 2020 Newsletter 
 

 

PASTORAL LETTER 
 

Dear friend, 
 

Recently, I had an outdoor visit with someone on his 
deck. When I arrived at this person’s property, the 
host received me with a warm smile, a warm cup of 
cider, and a warm slice of pumpkin pie. What got my 
attention, however, was the t-shirt the host was 
wearing. It had a provocative and catchy message: an 
emblem of a donkey embroidered on it with a slogan 
that read, “Jesus didn’t enter Jerusalem riding an 
elephant.” The nuanced message of the t-shirt 
implies that Jesus was a Democrat. 
 

Whether one is a staunch conservative, a curious 
independent, or a deep-dish progressive, one has to 
admit that the t-shirt is cleverly designed. 
 

Leading up to the election, the age-old question of 
whether Jesus was a Democrat or a Republican has 
been part of the national discourse in some circles. 
 

I have always been curious about this phenomenon. 
So, I contacted friends of mine who have posted on 
social media that Jesus represents their party of 
choice and asked for them to share their biblical 
rationale to support their claims. 
 

My progressive friends feel that Jesus’s empathy for 
the poor would make him a Democrat and a 
supporter of safety-net programs. They cited the 
miraculous multiplication of five fishes and two 

loaves of bread to feed 5,000 people who were 
hungry (Mark 6:30-34), and his enduring statement 
in The Beatitudes, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3), to 
bolster their point. 
 

My conservative friends, for their part, are convinced 
that Jesus would have been aligned with the 
traditional Republican positions of pro-life and pro-
military. They understand Jesus’s words in two 
biblical passages to represent the view that the 
deprivation of life is wrong, and that true loyalty is 
expressed in sacrificial living, like a soldier. The 
passages shared with me were John 10:10, when 
Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life and 
have it to the full”, and, John 15:13, “There is no 
greater love than this: that a person would lay down 
his life for the sake of his friends.” 
 

So, what was he? While I found the arguments and 
biblical passages wielded by my friends interesting, 
I am not persuaded. There is always a danger in using 
the Bible to domesticate Jesus and turn him into a 
mascot of our political orientation. So, I personally 
believe that Jesus was neither. 
 

In fact, Jesus made it clear that he was not interested 
in attaching his moral vision to any political structure 
or secular ruler of his time, and arguably our present 
time, when he said in John 18:36, “My kingdom is 
not of this world.” 
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The word “kingdom” derives from the Greek 
word Basilea, and this word means the intervening 
rule of God on earth. The best we can do as people 
of faith is to engage in faithful waiting and in faithful 
civic duty, understanding that God is going to make 
things right solely by God’s power when the Messiah 
returns. 
 

Let us keep in mind that when Jesus performed his 
temporal ministry in first-century Palestine, there 
were at least six major social movements with a 
political and religious focus. They were the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Herodians, and the 
Zealots, among others. These groups all had a unique 
way of addressing the vexing problem of Roman 
rule. For example, the Zealots believed in guerilla 
military tactics as a solution, while the Pharisees 
believed in excessively religious and dogmatic 
tactics as a solution. Jesus must have felt that what 
these groups had to offer was insincere, because he 
criticized them, referring to one of the groups as 
“snakes” and “brood of vipers” (Matthew 23) for 
deceiving the public with false hope and not 
informing them that true and enduring salvation 
comes from above. 
 

In writing this letter, I came across the words of a 
scholar in The Washington Post. In his guest column, 
titled “Jesus Isn’t Interested in America’s Two-
Party System”, the author makes the point that Jesus 
was neither a Democrat nor a Republican. “To follow 
Jesus will inevitably require us to walk away from 
long-held political loyalties to reorder our lives 
around a constellation of values shaped by Jesus’ 
teaching, his example, his death, his resurrection, 
and his lordship over all things.” (Michael Bird) 
 

In light of the author’s words, do we take our cues 
from Jesus’s message in the Gospels, or do we take 
our talking points from our political party of choice? 

Whether or not our candidate of choice prevailed on 
November 3, the important thing to remember is that 
our ultimate faith is in what God promises to do for 
us. In the meantime, all we can do is vote and serve 
as an ambassador of our Christian values in the 
public square through our speech and deeds. 
 

No matter who wins, our faith reminds us that God’s 
kingdom will make things right through our 
commitment to justice and God’s Messianic reign. 
No matter who wins, let us pray for the well-being of 
the candidates and for the transition of our country 
into a place of healing and prosperity. No matter who 
wins, let us commit ourselves to serving and blessing 

our neighbor, especially those neighbors who don’t 
share our political ideology. 
 

Blessings! 
 

Pastor Luis 
 

*The election’s results were not clear at the time of print.* 
 

UPDATES 
 

CONSISTORY: This is a time of transition! 
 

~ We welcome Ros Geuss, who was just voted in, 
and pray a blessing over her time of service to the 
congregation.  
 

~ We thank active Consistory member Doug 
Westcott for his ongoing work with the budget and 
for his contributions to the recent refurbishment of 
the boiler/furnace. 
 

~ As his Consistory term comes to an end, we’d like 
to extend a special “Thank you!” to Tom Palastra 
for his service during these past two years. Tom 
actively served the “Hospitality” portion of the 
church’s mission. Along with notable contributions 
to the refurbishment of the church kitchen, he 
initiated outreach/fellowship times such as Soup 
Sunday, participated in fundraisers like the Apple 
Festival, and prepared meals for many 
church/community events, including the Lunch and 
Learn lectures. Thank you, Tom! 
 

~ The Consistory is putting forth the candidacy of 
fellow church member Susan Christoffersen as 
deacon, finance chair, and treasurer. Susan’s bio 
is as follows: Susan was raised in a military family, 
living all over the US before settling in NYC after 
college and a year spent roaming Europe. During 
her early years in NYC and later in Dutchess County 
when her children were young, she had her own 
businesses as a “roving bookkeeper.” Her 
professional career began in NYC with 10 years at 
Lehman Bros., rising from accountant to analyst to 
associate and finally Vice President. During the 
Lehman years, Susan completed her MBA in finance 
and accounting at New York University. In Dutchess 
County, when her children reached school age, 
Susan moved to fund accounting for towns and 
school districts, culminating in 22 years as Director 
of Fiscal Operations for the Arlington Central 
School District, overseeing a budget in excess of 
$200 million. Since retiring in 2018, she has become 
active in the Bard Lifetime Learning Institute, 
tending to the Bard LLI website and spending the 
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past 8 months of 2020 teaching LLI students and 
instructors how to function effectively in Zoom 
“classrooms.” 
  

~ We have an Elder’s slot that needs to be filled on 
Consistory. Consistory members have been 
presented with the names of a couple of congregants. 
Their availability or interest has not been 
confirmed. Further nominations can be shared 
with our VP, Pam Hoffman (876-4767), or our 
clerk, Melodye Moore (mmoore9867@gmail.com). 
  

 Our Consistory is shaping up to look as follows: 
  

Elders 
Pam Hoffman, Vice President 
Melodye Moore, Clerk, 2nd year, 2nd term 
Ros Geuss, 1st year, 1st term 
To be determined 
  

Deacons 
Barbara Gray-Black, 1st year, 2nd term 
Kevin Snyder, 2nd year, 1st term 
Mary Pat Budd, additional year to be granted 
Susan Christoffersen, 1st year, 1st term 
 

BAKE SALE NEWS: We enjoyed holding a bake 
sale at Heart Hill Farm, the home of Ros and Adam 
Geuss, on October 17th and 18th. They were having a 
pop-up sale featuring Adam’s beautiful leather goods 
alongside several vendors of antiques, art work, 
ceramics, and more. Ros, Adam, Brenda Klaproth, 
and Paul Niedercorn organized the sale.  
 

We want to extend a big “THANK YOU!” to all of 
our wonderful bakers and the volunteers who worked 
at the table during the sale. Kathy Pearson, Pam 
Popoli, Trudy Koser, and I all had a great time selling 
the delectable home-baked goods.  
 

 
 

Area businesses contributed generously to our 
expenses. Hannaford supplied cider; Samuel’s Sweet 

Shop provided coffee and cups; Tops and Adams 
donated gift cards. 
 

The sale was very successful, with a net profit of 
$813.50! All proceeds are being given to the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund. 
 

It was so good to see many of our fellow parishioners 
who baked for us and supported the sale. 
 

Thanks again to everyone! 
 

Pam Hoffman, Bake Sale Chair 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER: We have begun again to 
participate in communion! Many thanks to Eleanor 
Williamson for this idea. A communion kit is made 
up of grape juice with a sealed wafer on top of the 
grape juice’s lid.  
 

 
 

For services in which we will partake of the Lord’s 
Supper, the kits will be assembled on a tray by a 
worship usher wearing disposable gloves. As 
worshippers enter the church through South Street, 
we ask that you please take a kit prior to taking a seat 
on a pew. (One kit per person.) Once the service is 
over, please discard your used kit in a basket which 
will be located on the church’s narthex.  
 

We plan to celebrate communion the first Sunday of 
every month. If you know of someone who wishes 
to have a communion kit dropped off, let us know: 
rhinebeckreformed@frontiernet.net. 
 

CHILDREN’S/YOUTH MINISTRY: Check out 
www.rhinebeckreformed.org/childrenyouthministry  
for video resources. We plan to continue building a 
library of such videos as a means of providing 
support for our young ones’ spiritual growth. We are 
also sending out weekly emails to families with 
young children, highlighting a new video each week. 
If you’re interested in providing such a video—or 
if you wish to be added to the email list that 
receives these weekly updates—just email Ruth 
Nelson: connect@rhinebeckreformed.org! 
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FOOD PANTRY – HOLIDAY 
 

As in the past, the pantry will provide all of the food 
items needed for the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
dinner meals for any of the families who sign up.  
 

As a precaution due to COVID-19, we are not asking 
for food donations from the church family this year. 
 

All families will pick up their food on Tuesday, 
November 24th, 10:00 AM – NOON (the usual 
pantry hours). 
 

Wells Manor residents who sign up will receive 
their food on Tuesday, November 10th, their usual 
pantry delivery day.  
 

Our pantry definitely will need more help with: 
 

- pre-packing the Thanksgiving food bags 
- assisting the guests with their bags 
- delivering to Wells Manor (if needed) 

 

All volunteers must follow the state-mandated 
guidelines (masks, gloves, etc.) in order to protect 
themselves and others. According to state 
requirements, if you have traveled to states with high 
infection rates, you must self-quarantine for 14 days 
before interacting with any volunteers. 
 

If you want to participate in this ministry, please 
contact the church office at 845-876-3727 OR 
send a message through the website.  
 

Thank you! 
 

Brenda J. Brockett, Pantry Director 
 
 

NEW LECTURE SERIES: 
LIBERATION THEOLOGY 

 

Beginning in South and Central America after the 
Second Vatican Council, Liberation became a major 
movement within theology, contributing to efforts of 
national and class revolution in several parts of the 
world. Despite enduring systematic attempts to 
silence them, liberation theologians have persisted, 
and their approach has been embraced on an 
interfaith basis. Led by Dr. Bruce Chilton of Bard 
College, this series will engage both the thought and 
the practice of Liberation Theology. 
 

You can watch each lecture via Facebook Live at 
1:00 PM on the given dates, or you can watch the 
videos on the LUNCH AND LEARN page of our 
website.  
 

 November 15: FDR’s Vision of Liberation 
 January 14: Practical Liberation* 

*(contingent on funding) 
 

For the November lecture, Dr. Chilton will be joined 
by Paul Sparrow of the FDR Presidential 
Museum and Library.  
 

 

 

Paul Sparrow is the Director of the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, which 
is part of the National Archives. Before moving to the 
FDR Library, he was the Deputy Director and Senior 
Vice President for Broadcasting and New Media at 
the Newseum in Washington, D.C. He was a 
founding partner in the University of Maryland’s 
Future of Information Alliance, and a pioneer in 
interactive digital media. Prior to his work at the 
Newseum, Sparrow was an Emmy-Award winning 
television producer. He began his television career 
at KPIX, the CBS affiliate in San Francisco.  
 

Don’t miss this important discussion! 
__________________________________________ 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE: 
“Embracing One Another” 

 

The committee is planning a series of monthly Zoom 
conversations with local youth on the following 
topics: 
 

 Race, Society, and Sports 
 Anti-Semitism 
 American Dream for an Undocumented 

College Graduate (led by Rural Migrant 
Ministries) 

 Stresses of Community Policing 
 

A keynote speaker will lead the first half of each 
conversation, and then the participants will have time 
to respond, ask questions, and discuss the material.  
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We look forward to engaging with and empowering 
our youth in faithful navigation of these complicated, 
important issues as we all learn to embrace one 
another through Christ. 
 

Our first guest speaker will be Farrell Evans, a 
professional golfer. Mr. Evans has served as a golf 
writer for Sports Illustrated and ESPN.com. He is 
also the co-founder of two organizations that use golf 
to reach underprivileged youth in New York City. 
Mr. Evans will be addressing the topic of Race, 
Society, and Sports.  
__________________________________________ 

CHILDREN’S OUTREACH 
 

   

Surprise! Halloween Treats  
for Our Sunday School Children/Youth/Teens 

 

Pre-K through sixth grade Sunday school students 
received small, colorful Halloween pails of treats 
with “eyeballs” that lit up when they rolled them and 
wands that also glowed and flickered to their delight! 
The older students were treated to gift certificates for 
either Pete’s Famous, Samuel’s Sweet Shop, or 
Village Pizza. 
 

Many thanks to Brenda Brockett for reaching out to 
these young members of our community! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Our next 
congregational meeting will take place via Zoom on 
Tuesday, December 1st at 6:30 PM. We will be 
sending out a Zoom link to the church email list. If 
you have any questions, do contact us: 
connect@rhinebeckreformed.org. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: We are planning to 
hold an abbreviated Christmas Eve service this year 
at 7 p.m. Seating is limited to 70 in the sanctuary 
(lower level) and 20 in the balcony (upper level). 
Registration for this service is highly recommended.  
 

To register, email us: 
connect@rhinebeckreformed.org 

 

Seating assignments will take place on a “first come, 
first served” basis for obvious health and safety 
concerns. The service is going to be shared live via 
Facebook. We will be using battery-charged candles. 
(Please do understand that the seating arrangements 
are subject to change).  
 

The proposed structure of this service is as follows: 
 

1) Prelude 
2) The Lighting of the Christ Candle/Call to Worship 
2) Song 
3) The Nativity Story 
4) Meditation 
5) Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
6) Lesson of the Light 
7) “Silent Night” 
8) Benediction 
 

**Additionally, we are working on putting 
together a taped Christmas devotional program 
that will embody some of the elements of our 
Christmas Eve service.** 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS: 
2 – Amy Mincher 
6 – Michelle Locke 
7 – Donna Linacre, Rev. Luis Perez, Bill Murray Sr. 
8 – Peter Fousek 
10 – Jeffrey Linacre, Cynthia Carlaw 
12 – Nicholas Kelly 
13 – Susan Finley 
20 – Melodye Moore 
22 – Katie Johannes, Karen Howard, Luella Jane  

Winne 
23 – Barbara Westcott 
25 – Alexander Jameison 
26 – Jonathan Peck, Jeremiah Perez 
30 – Thomas Williamson  
 

Did we miss you?  
If you are celebrating a birthday in November,  

contact us: 
connect@rhinebeckreformed.org. 

We want to celebrate with you! 
__________________________________________ 
NOTE: Submissions to the website/newsletter for church-
approved events and standing ministries can be sent 
directly to Ruth Nelson (connect@rhinebeckreformed.org). Please 
note that your announcement may be edited for stylistic, 
size, and content purposes. No event that has not been 
approved will be published. 


