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September 2020 Newsletter 

 
 

PASTORAL LETTER 
 

 

Questioner: “Pastor, should we send our kids back 

to school?” 
 

Pastor: Silence. Deafening silence. My thoughts 

drifted away, then they got sucked into a whirlpool 

of “what ifs”. 

  

I have been asked million-dollar questions during my 

pastoral ministry. The questions run the gamut—

personal, religious, cultural, health, marital, 

educational, doctrinal, and even real estate. Is a war 

ever just? Should an undocumented person be 

granted a driver’s license? Should gay people be 

allowed to marry one another?  
  

Generally, after briefly pondering a tough question, I 

can offer a reasonable conclusion. Preachers are 

known for being opinionated on matters familiar to 

them and on matters not familiar to them. But the 

question involving the sending of a child or children 

to school in the face of a world-wide health crisis is 

complex, personal, and difficult. Too much is at 

stake. Health. Income loss. Life. Transmission. 

Death. The Unknown. 
  

We have become aware in the past 6 months that 

even well-regarded scientists are constantly adapting 

and modifying their opinions. The virus we are 

contending with has been described as fluid and 

shrouded in unknowns. Some of the original 

assumptions that were made to promote safety, 

including temperature checks, are being reassessed. 

For example, look at Dr. Anthony Fauci’s recent 

remarks involving temperature checks: 
 

Forbes - Dr. Fauci Interview 
 

One little understood aspect of Covid-19 is 

transmission by asymptomatic carriers. They show 

no signs of the disease, but can pass it on to others. 

  
Leading scientists don’t truly know everything there 

is to know about the virus. So it is alright for me to 

maintain a certain level of caution concerning the 

potential of the virus to ravage a community. And it's 

alright for me to feel vulnerable not only for myself 

but also for the community of people my family 

encounters. I'm simply admitting that the best thing 

we can do is to heed our conscience when making a 

decision that involves our well-being and the well-

being of others. Be on guard to not fall victim to the 

worst possible outcome. 

  
God has equipped each one of us with a faculty 

known as conscience, which I liken to a whisper in a 

crowded room. A conscience, as defined by Paul, the 

apostle, “serves as a witness to what we already 

know” (Romans 2;15, 9:1). In other words, a 

conscience informs our values and operates like a 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/lisettevoytko/2020/08/13/fauci-says-coronavirus-temperature-checks-notoriously-inaccurate/#1ffd4ece33f0
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dialogue partner with us, using our emotions to 

communicate with us, and using our reason as an 

internal, shut-down valve, whenever we are going to 

make a choice that can cause harm to ourselves or 

others. Therefore, to act against one’s conscience is, 

like the German Reformer Martin Luther, pointed 

out, “…neither right nor safe.” In this instance I 

understand Martin Luther to say that it is damaging 

to one’s mental health and spiritual wellness to act 

against one’s conscience. 
  

I always encourage people who ask for my spiritual 

guidance to follow their conscience. That way they 

can be at peace with God and with themselves. We 

should try to keep in mind that a conscience has to be 

properly informed so that it can be a faithful, reliable 

inner-dialogue partner. 
 

So, I suggest that we keep up with the science. I 

suggest that we keep up with our Bible. I suggest that 

we use our logic. Lastly, it is helpful to recognize that 

you are an individual, and that what your conscience 

dictates to you will not necessarily be in harmony 

with what my conscience dictates to me. 
  

The American novelist, Harper Lee, recognizes this 

point of view. Lee said, “The one thing that doesn't 

abide by majority rule is a person's conscience.” 

  
Following one’s conscience is important, as long as 

the choices and decisions spurred by our conscience 

do not impinge on the health, safety and welfare of 

others. 

  
Back to the original conversation as reported in the 

opening sentences of this letter. 

  
Questioner: “Pastor, you haven’t given me a 

definitive answer.” 
 

Pastor: “I can’t because there isn’t one. Follow your 

conscience.” 
 

Questioner: “Hmm. Are you sending your son to 

school?” 
 

Pastor: “We are following our conscience.” 
  

More silence. Pronounced silence. 
  

To be continued. 
 

Blessings! 

Pastor Luis 

 

UPDATES 
 

FURNACE: The crew is making good progress in 

completion of the project. It is expected to be 

finished by Labor Day. The cost of $32,000 is 

primarily being underwritten by a $25,000 grant 

from the Frost Foundation. The balance will come 

from our Memorial Fund. ~ Kevin Snyder 

 

MEAL OUTREACH: Many thanks to Del’s 

Roadside for partnering with us over the past six 

months to provide meals to local families! We also 

thank Derek McGee, who volunteered his time and 

talents to coordinate this outreach effort for the 

church. Upon Derek’s recent return to his home and 

career in New York City, we thank congregant Ros 

Geuss for stepping into this important ministry role. 

If you are in need of a meal or know someone who 

could benefit from this ministry, please contact Ros 

Geuss: geussros@gmail.com. 

 

VIRTUAL GROWTH: Since the church reopened, 

we have been averaging about 20 physical 

worshippers, about 80 virtual viewers on Facebook 

Live, and another 20 viewers on YouTube.  So, we 

have about 120 people connected to our worship 

experience every Sunday! A special thanks goes to 

our digital media coordinator for facilitating this 

outreach and to Doug and Barbara Westcott for 

donating the equipment to make these connections 

possible. We also thank Doug for tracking the 

metrics. 

 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

In these unusual times, we are going to study what 

the Bible might tell us about how to think and react 

to the Covid-19 crisis. We will be studying a new 

book:  
 

God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on 

the Coronavirus and its Aftermath 
 

by the outstanding theologian N.T. Wright. You can 

get a taste of what Dr. Wright is like if you click on 

this link: 
 

BioLogos Podcast: A Christian Response to the 

Coronavirus 
 

This is a discussion between Dr. Wright and Dr. 

Francis Collins, the head of the National Institutes of 

Health and a committed Christian. Dr. Collins 

mailto:geussros@gmail.com
https://biologos.org/resources/a-christian-response-to-coronavirus-a-podcast-recording-with-n-t-wright-and-francis-collins/?fbclid=IwAR0FbZ1F3kVioL0ASFb8YgEWiYbiwW41eWgq5GvFZ9uRAHDDSekFCsO86DI
https://biologos.org/resources/a-christian-response-to-coronavirus-a-podcast-recording-with-n-t-wright-and-francis-collins/?fbclid=IwAR0FbZ1F3kVioL0ASFb8YgEWiYbiwW41eWgq5GvFZ9uRAHDDSekFCsO86DI
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became famous when he led the effort that decoded 

the human genome which unraveled the secrets of 

our DNA. He now oversees the CDC and is a friend 

of Dr. Fauci. The link allows you to get Dr. Wright’s 

book at a discount of $7 from Zondervan.com.  
 

We plan to conduct discussion sessions online, 

probably starting late September. Let David Baldauf 

know if you are interested in joining this timely and 

relevant study: dadbaldauf@gmail.com OR 845-

876-2153. 
 

 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
 

The Consistory is launching a new committee to 

provide an educational and proactive approach to the 

social strife in our society involving racial tensions, 

police misconduct and social reconciliation. This 

committee will be chaired by Richard Lopez. Some 

of the projects we plan to undertake are as follows:  
 

• Liberation Theology lecture series (led by Dr. 

Bruce Chilton of Bard College; see below!) 

• Social Justice Sunday 

• Youth-based community project with the 

local police 
 

Interested in joining the Social Action Committee? 

Write us at rhinebeckreformed@frontiernet.net. 
 

 

NEW LECTURE SERIES: 

LIBERATION THEOLOGY 
 

Beginning in South and Central America after the 

Second Vatican Council, Liberation became a major 

movement within theology, contributing to efforts of 

national and class revolution in several parts of the 

world. Despite enduring systematic attempts to 

silence them, liberation theologians have persisted, 

and their approach has been embraced on an 

interfaith basis. Led by Dr. Bruce Chilton of Bard 

College, this series will engage both the thought and 

the practice of Liberation Theology. 
 

• September 20: The Exodus and the Demand 

for Liberation 

• October 18: Crucifixion, Resurrection, and 

the Power of Liberation 

• November 15: FDR’s Vision of Liberation 

• January 14: Practical Liberation* 

*(contingent on funding) 

__________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION:  

These church staff members can now be reached via 

new church email addresses: 
 

Sally Hitchcock, RRC Organist 

organist@rhinebeckreformed.org 
 

Caleb Nelson, MMT Leader 

mmt@rhinebeckreformed.org 
 

Ruth Nelson, Digital Media Coordinator 

connect@rhinebeckreformed.org 

 

NEW MEMBERS: We welcome the Lopez 

family—Richard, Rachel, Jack and baby Lopez—

all of whom joined the church July 19, 2020! 
 

 
 

If you are interested in membership, please write us 

at rhinebeckreformedchurch@frontiernet.net.  

 

FAMILY NEWS: 

~ Pam and Roger Hoffman are delighted to 

announce the arrival of two grandchildren: 

- Charles Ward Traver, born September 11, 

2019 to John and Allyson Traver of 

Rhinebeck, NY. 

- Julia Traver Tucker, born June 8, 2020 to 

Becky and Jamie Tucker of Leominster, MA. 

 

~ Eliana May McConnell (Ellie) was born on April 

18, 2020 at Glens Falls Hospital to Jillian (Snyder) 

mailto:rhinebeckreformed@frontiernet.net
mailto:organist@rhinebeckreformed.org
mailto:mmt@rhinebeckreformed.org
mailto:connect@rhinebeckreformed.org
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and Travis McConnell of Brant Lake, NY. She 

weighed 6lbs. 6oz. Proud Grandma & Grandpa 

(Gail & Kevin Snyder) are thrilled! 

 

GRADUATIONS:  

Congratulations to our congregants for their 

milestone accomplishment, especially in the face of 

a national health crisis where they had to make quick 

learning adjustments. May God continue to prosper 

your life path and your academic and career goals! 
 

~ Elise Voorhis graduated from Rhinebeck High 

School. She is scheduled to attend Northeastern 

University. Elise is planning to major in 

Architecture. She is the daughter of Tom and 

Kristin Voorhis.  
 

~ Leah Brody graduated from Stissing Mountain 

High School, Pine Plains, NY and will be entering 

Columbia Green Community College in September. 

She will be studying Early Childhood Education. She 

is the daughter of Larry and Chris Brody. 
 

~ Adam Snyder, son of Gail & Kevin Snyder, 

received his doctorate in astrophysics from Stanford 

University in July and is now working at U.C. Davis 

in California. Mom & Dad are proud! 
 

~ Charlotte Howard graduated from Syracuse 

University's College of Visual and Performing Arts 

where she was named a 2020 VPA Scholar—the 

college's highest undergraduate academic honor. She 

earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts with a major in Art 

Photography and minor in Visual Culture. She has 

plans to pursue a MA in Film Practice at Arts 

University Bournemouth, in Bournemouth, England 

in February 2021. Charlotte is the daughter of Karen 

Howard and is a former communicant. 
 

~ Michelle Locke graduated from SUNY Purchase 

College where she majored in Film and minored in 

Spanish. Michelle will intern with Firelight Media, a 

documentary production company based in NYC, 

during the fall. She is the daughter of Chuck and 

Anne Marie Locke, and the granddaughter of Pat 

Boyce. She is a former communicant. 
 

~ Claudia Rosti graduated from SUNY New Paltz 

where she majored in Fine Arts (oil painting) and 

received a B.F.A. Summa Cum Laude as a 

Distinguished Scholar from the College of Fine and 

Performing Arts, virtually, on May 23rd. She is 

married to Richard Kortright. 

 

BEEKMAN-LIVINGSTON-PEREZ 

SCHOLARSHIP: Congratulations to the 2020 

scholarship recipients! 
 

Leah Brody 

Eddie Tierney 

Elise Voorhis 
 

A video with messages from each recipient can be 

found on the church website. You can also view it 

here:  
 

2020 Scholarship Recipients Video 
 

The Beekman-Livingston-Perez Scholarship was 

established in 2018 on the occasion of the 15th 

anniversary of the Pastorate of the Rev. Luis Perez. 

When the Rhinebeck Reformed Church was 

established in 1731, the principles of commitment to 

community, to democratic principles, and to social 

justice were embedded into the fabric of the church. 

These core values have been expanded in the 21st 

century through the leadership of Pastor Perez to 

include tolerance, inclusiveness, and diversity. The 

purposes of the scholarship are to: provide financial 

assistance to worthy and deserving students who will 

be enrolling in post-secondary education or training 

programs; encourage academic excellence; and to 

recognize student leadership and activities that 

demonstrate the values of the Rhinebeck Reformed 

Church. 

 

*Contributions to support the continuation of 

the Beekman-Livingston-Perez Scholarship  

are gratefully welcomed and can be sent to the 

Rhinebeck Reformed Church 

6368 Mill Street, Rhinebeck, New York 12572. 

 

LOVE IS IN THE AIR: Fellow congregants 

Lauren Belcher and Shawn Hegarty are getting 

married on October 10, 2020 at the Rhinebeck 

Reformed Church. They are the proud parents of 

Carolyn. Lauren is the granddaughter of Darryl 

Luccia, who is an adherent of our church.  

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS: 

5 – Chris Brody 

9 – Sarah Turpin 

11 – Carole Mendoza, Cheryl Fox 

13 – Melissa Mincher 

https://youtu.be/wgAcpDmiubk
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14 – Paige Lavender 

15 – Patrick Cacchio, Kay Simmons, Vernon Barber 

16 – Brian Mortensen, Katherine Fousek 

21 – Diane Whiteman 

24 – Christine Westcott 

29 – Daniel Kelly 

31 – Lillian Pavord 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS: 

3 – Leonard Miller 

4 – Suzanne Quimby 

7 – Bud Rogers 

9 – Jillian Snyder 

10 – Gerald Jameison 

14 – Mike Irwin 

15 – Gary Mincher 

20 – Austin Cox 

22 – Jim Fluegel, Adrien Pearson 

26 – Gertrude Koser 

28 – Candice Wiltsie  

 

Did we miss you? If you celebrated a birthday  

in August or September, contact us: 

connect@rhinebeckreformed.org. 

We want to celebrate with you! 

 

 

CONTINUED PRAYERS 
 

Over the past few weeks, the pastor officiated the 

memorial and/or committal service of: 

 

Michael Jacob Strong 

Donald Butler 

Joyce Tumolo 

Robert Suppies, Sr. 

 

Also, over the past few months, the pastor officiated 

a memorial service or graveyard service for: 

 

Mark Kleinhans 

Marcus Howard 

 

We also lost fellow congregant Pam Torres. 

 

Please continue to lift the families and friends of the 

deceased in your prayers. As the Bible says in Psalm 

34:18: 

 

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted  

and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

NOTE: Submissions to the website/newsletter for 

church-approved events and standing ministries 

can be sent directly to Ruth Nelson at 

connect@rhinebeckreformed.org. Please note 

that your announcement may be edited for 

stylistic, size, and content purposes. No event that 

has not been approved will be published. 

 

mailto:connect@rhinebeckreformed.org
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